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group, said that in 2013 utilities signed ‘‘a 
record number of power purchase agreements 
and what ended up being historically low 
prices.’’ 

Especially in the interior region of the 
country, from North Dakota down to Texas, 
where wind energy is particularly robust, 
utilities were able to lock in long contracts 
at 2.1 cents a kilowatt-hour, on average, she 
said. That is down from prices closer to 5 
cents five years ago. 

‘‘We’re finding that in certain regions with 
certain wind projects that these are com-
peting or coming in below the cost of even 
existing generation sources,’’ she said. 

Both industries have managed to bring 
down costs through a combination of new 
technologies and approaches to financing 
and operations. Still, the industries are not 
ready to give up on their government sup-
ports just yet. 

Already, solar executives are looking to 
extend a 30 percent federal tax credit that is 
set to fall to 10 percent at the end of 2016. 
Wind professionals are seeking renewal of a 
production tax credit that Congress has al-
lowed to lapse and then reinstated several 
times over the last few decades. 

Senator Ron Wyden, the Oregon Democrat, 
who for now leads the Finance Committee, 
held a hearing in September over the issue, 
hoping to push a process to make the tax 
treatment of all energy forms more con-
sistent. 

‘‘Congress has developed a familiar pattern 
of passing temporary extensions of those in-
centives, shaking hands and heading home,’’ 
he said at the hearing. ‘‘But short-term ex-
tensions cannot put renewables on the same 
footing as the other energy sources in Amer-
ica’s competitive marketplace.’’ 

Where that effort will go now is anybody’s 
guess, though, with Republicans in control of 
both houses starting in January. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I yield the floor, 
and I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the previous order 
be modified so the votes originally 
scheduled for 3 p.m. tomorrow now 
occur at 5:30 p.m. and that the time fol-
lowing the 10 a.m. cloture votes and 
5:30 p.m. be equally divided in the usual 
form; further, that notwithstanding 
rule XXII, following the vote on clo-
ture on Calendar No. 555, the Senate 
proceed to vote on cloture on the nomi-
nation of Calendar No. 660; that if clo-
ture is invoked on either nomination, 
the time under cloture run consecu-
tively in the order in which cloture was 
invoked, with all other provisions of 
the previous order remaining in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to a period of 
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING JEFF E. CAUDILL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor the life of Mr. Jeff 
E. Caudill—a veteran and tireless pub-
lic servant who passed away last 
month at the age of 84. 

Jeff was born in a log cabin in Viper, 
KY, on January 20, 1930. In order to 
help support himself and his family, he 
began work in the coal mines with his 
father and brothers at the age of 14. 

Without a formal education past the 
seventh grade, Jeff decided to join the 
U.S. Army, where he proudly served his 
country for 22 years throughout both 
the Korean and Vietnam wars. 

After his retirement from the mili-
tary, Jeff moved back to Kentucky 
where he continued his service to the 
community in other ways. Throughout 
London, KY, he is known as ‘‘Santa 
Jeff.’’ Jeff was afforded this nickname 
in part because his white beard gave 
him the ability to play the part during 
the Christmas season, but also because 
he could be counted on to serve his 
community in all seasons. 

Jeff was known to organize clothing 
and food drives, make hospital visits to 
the sick and elderly, and captain the 
Honor Guard at military funerals. 
Whatever he could do to better the 
lives of others, you could count on Jeff 
to deliver. 

Jeff Caudill’s life of service to his 
country, community, and family set a 
shining example for us all to follow. 
Therefore, I ask that my U.S. Senate 
colleagues join me in honoring this ex-
emplary citizen. 

The London-area publication the 
Sentinel-Echo recently published an 
article detailing the life of Mr. Caudill. 
I ask unanimous consent that it be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Sentinel-Echo, Nov. 17, 2014] 
REMEMBERING JEFF 
(By Nita Johnson) 

One of the founding members of the Lau-
rel-London Optimist Club and ‘‘Santa Jeff’’ 
died suddenly at his home Friday morning. 

Jeff Caudill, best known for his efforts in 
founding the local Optimist Club and for his 
many years of portraying Santa Claus in the 
annual Christmas parade, had ongoing 
health problems. In recent years, he had suf-
fered two strokes and a heart attack as well 
as kidney failure. His wife Shirley said 
Caudill had breakfast Friday morning and 
was planning his usual daily activities when 
he had ‘‘a massive heart attack’’ that ended 
his life. 

Caudill, 84, was instrumental in estab-
lishing the Laurel-London Optimist Club. 
For many years, he hosted a Halloween 
party at his home, giving away bicycles and 
cooking for children of all ages—the prede-
cessor of the current Optimist Club Hal-
loween party held each year. He served as 
president of the local organization several 
times including twice as the Honor Club and 
again as vice president. He served as Lt. Gov-
ernor for the Kentucky-West Virginia region 
and was named Optimist of the Year both lo-
cally and throughout the district. He was 
presented with a Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2008 for his years of dedicated serv-
ice to the Optimist Club. 

Caudill was also known throughout the 
community as ‘‘Santa Jeff’’, posing with 
children at Walmart for yearly Christmas 
pictures. He was hand-picked by former Lon-
don-Laurel County Chamber of Commerce 
executive director Randy Smith to portray 
Santa Claus in the Christmas parade—a job 
that Caudill thrived on each year. One year, 
however, Caudill was hospitalized and was on 
life support and could not fulfill his Santa 
duties. 

‘‘The day of the parade, he had big tears 
running down his face,’’ his wife said. 
‘‘That’s the only Christmas parade he ever 
missed, once even putting on his Santa suit 
10 days after having surgery.’’ 

In fact, Caudill had just had his Santa suit 
dry cleaned in preparation for this year’s 
Christmas parade. His bag was already half- 
full of candy canes that he always gave out 
to children. 

‘‘He was one of 16 children. They didn’t 
have Christmas,’’ Shirley said. ‘‘He didn’t 
get candy or clothes or toys. That’s why he 
worked so hard to make sure other children 
had a Christmas.’’ 

Caudill spent 22 years in the U.S. Army, 14 
of which were overseas. He served in Korea 
in 1947 before going to Japan a year later. He 
was wounded during a battle but continued 
to serve his country, moving his family to 
various military posts across the world. 
After discharge, Caudill was considered 100 
percent disabled, but he continued to honor 
military heroes through the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans organization where he served 
on the Color Guard and participated in mili-
tary funeral tributes. 

Funeral arrangements for Jeff Caudill were 
pending at London Funeral Home at press 
time Friday. Burial will be held at Camp 
Nelson in Jessamine County. The family 
asks that in lieu of flowers, donations be 
made to the Jeff Caudill Optimist Scholar-
ship fund to assist local students in their 
college costs. 

f 

REMEMBERING SALVATORE 
FERRARA 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, Chicago 
lost its Candy Man on Thanksgiving 
Day. Salvatore Ferrara II passed away 
in Oak Brook, IL. He was the third gen-
eration of the Ferrara family who has 
given us memories, cavities, and the 
treats that lit up kids for generations. 

Simply listing their iconic candies 
takes you back in time: Original Bos-
ton Baked Beans at the Saturday mov-
ies, Red Hots after a sandlot game, 
Lemonheads at the swimming pool, and 
Atomic Fireballs on a dare. A handful 
of Ferrara candy was like a handful of 
happiness. 

Ferrara Pan Candy Company was 
started in 1908 in Chicago by Mr. Fer-
rara’s grandfather, the original 
Salvatore Ferraro. Its first candy was 
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confetti, the candy-coated almonds 
served at Italian weddings, symbolizing 
good luck. Nello Ferrara followed his 
dad into the business. 

It was Nello who invented the com-
pany’s lip-puckering Lemonhead 
candies. Little Sal was born with for-
ceps, giving him a temporarily mis-
shapen head—‘‘like a lemon,’’ his dad 
said. And candy history was made. 

Nello Salvatore’s military service in 
Japan after World War II provided the 
inspiration for another company clas-
sic—Atomic Fireballs. 

Sal II joined the family business in 
the mid seventies. Over the next 40 
years, the company would grow from 35 
to more than 500 workers, and annual 
revenues soared from $3.5 million to 
$300 million. It also acquired another 
iconic candy: Gummy Bears. 

Sal Ferrara died of esophageal can-
cer. His family said he hadn’t smoked 
since 1981. His doctor reportedly linked 
his cancer to acid reflux disease. He 
was too young—just 63 years old. 

I want to offer my condolences to Mr. 
Ferrara’s friends and family, especially 
his wife Andrea, his children Alana, 
Lauren, Nello II, and Erik, and his 
three grandchildren. 

I join kids and former kids all over 
America in thanking Sal Ferrara and 
his family for so many sweet treats and 
happy memories. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING DAVID GADIS 

∑ Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, 
today, I applaud David L. Gadis, a life-
long Hoosier, for his induction into the 
Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame and 
for his civic leadership in the Indianap-
olis community. 

Established in 1962, the Indiana Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame is dedicated to 
recognizing Indiana’s basketball leg-
ends and inspiring the future of basket-
ball in our State. Individuals are eligi-
ble for nomination 26 years after play-
ing high school basketball, and all 
nominees are evaluated by a statewide 
board of directors. In recognition of his 
contributions to Indiana basketball, 
David Gadis was inducted into the Indi-
ana Basketball Hall of Fame earlier 
this year. 

Born and raised in northwest Indian-
apolis, David played in his first com-
petitive basketball league at the age of 
7 at Municipal Gardens, where he went 
on to win several AAU-level State 
championships and a few national run-
ner-up titles. While attending Pike 
High School, David broke 15 school 
records, averaged 25 points per game 
during his senior year, and scored 1,368 
career points. David received a number 
of awards, including being named team 
MVP, Conference Player of the Year, a 
Street & Smith Magazine All-Amer-
ican, and a 1980 Indiana All Star. His 
success at Pike High School earned 
David a spot on the Southern Meth-
odist University basketball team in 

Dallas, TX. As a senior and team cap-
tain in 1984, David led his team in a 
successful 25 and 8 season, earning a 
place in the NCAA Basketball Cham-
pionship. More recently, David was a 
member of the 2005 Indiana Basketball 
Hall of Fame Silver Anniversary Team. 

David’s commitment to excellence 
extends beyond the court. After grad-
uating from Southern Methodist Uni-
versity with a degree in marketing 
communication, David became vice 
president of shared services for the In-
dianapolis Water Company, now Veolia 
Water Indianapolis, VWI. Today, David 
serves as executive vice president of 
sales, marketing and government af-
fairs for Veolia Water North America. 

David has dedicated himself to posi-
tively impacting communities by cre-
ating valuable relationships between 
public and private utility firms, in 
order to ensure there are reliable and 
efficient utilities for Hoosiers and our 
Nation. With David’s leadership, VWI 
received the United States Conference 
of Mayors’ 2006 Public/Private Partner-
ship Award, as well as the mayor of In-
dianapolis’ Celebration of Diversity 
Award and the Indiana Minority Sup-
plier Development Council’s Circle of 
Excellence Award a total of three 
times. 

David has served on the boards of the 
Indianapolis Urban League, Fifth Third 
Bank, Central Indiana Corporate Part-
nership, Indianapolis Sports Corpora-
tion, Indiana Business Diversity Coun-
cil, Greater Indianapolis Chamber of 
Commerce, the Indiana Chamber of 
Commerce, the local Big Ten Basket-
ball Tournament Committee, Indianap-
olis Downtown Incorporated, and is a 
member of the American Water Works 
Association. 

David is a tireless advocate for Hoo-
siers and everyone he advises. Whether 
he is inspiring us with his skills on the 
basketball court or developing better 
municipal infrastructure, David has 
demonstrated his devotion to civic en-
gagement, diversity, and making Indi-
ana an even better place to live. I want 
to thank David Gadis for his commit-
ment to the city of Indianapolis and its 
surrounding communities and con-
gratulate him once again on his induc-
tion into the Indiana Basketball Hall 
of Fame and for all of his outstanding 
achievements.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:18 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2455. An act to provide for the sale or 
transfer of certain Federal lands in Nevada, 
and or other purposes. 

H.R. 3410. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to secure critical infra-
structure against electromagnetic pulses, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3438. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to authorize use of 
grants under the Urban Area Security Initia-

tive and the State Homeland Security Grant 
Program to work in conjunction with a De-
partment of Energy national laboratory. 

H.R. 4924. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to enter into the Big Sandy 
River-Planet Ranch Water Rights Settle-
ment Agreement and the Hualapai Tribe Bill 
Williams River Water Rights Settlement 
Agreement, to provide for the lease of cer-
tain land located within Planet Ranch on the 
Bill Williams River in the State of Arizona 
to benefit the Lower Colorado River Multi- 
Species Conservation Program, and to pro-
vide for the settlement of specific water 
rights claims in the Bill Williams River wa-
tershed in the State of Arizona. 

H.R. 5421. An act to amend title 11 of the 
United States Code in order to facilitate the 
resolution of an insolvent financial institu-
tion in bankruptcy. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3410. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to secure critical infra-
structure against electromagnetic pulses, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 5421. An act to amend title 11 of the 
United States Code in order to facilitate the 
resolution of an insolvent financial institu-
tion in bankruptcy; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 2970. A bill to reform procedures for de-
terminations to proceed to trial by court- 
martial for certain offenses under the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. CARPER, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute and an amendment to the title: 

S. 1618. A bill to enhance the Office of Per-
sonnel Management background check sys-
tem for the granting, denial, or revocation of 
security clearances or access to classified in-
formation of employees and contractors of 
the Federal Government (Rept. No. 113–283). 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mrs. BOXER for the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

*Virginia Tyler Lodge, of Tennessee, to be 
a Member of the Board of Directors of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority for a term expir-
ing May 18, 2019. 

*Ronald Anderson Walter, of Tennessee, to 
be a Member of the Board of Directors of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority for a term expir-
ing May 18, 2019. 

*Jeffery Martin Baran, of Virginia, to be a 
Member of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion for the remainder of the term expiring 
June 30, 2018. 

By Mr. HARKIN for the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 
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